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A Word from the Pastor 
  

Happy Easter Season, Everyone! 
 

 Three good things are on my mind in this springtime of the year. First and 
chief of all, we are happy about the resurrection of Jesus. Henceforth, things are 
better, nobility and self-sacrifice are worth striving for, and we can look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead, including those who are dear to us but now rest 
with God on yonder shore. 
 Second, we can be happy about the Holy Week just passed here at Immanuel. I 
have enjoyed every Holy Week here for my twenty-two years now. But this recent 
one seemed especially good to me, including good attendance. I thought last year’s 
Holy Week attendance was good, but all told, this year’s was better: 
 
 Palm/Passion 

Sunday 
Maundy 
Thursday 

Good 
Friday 

Easter 
Vigil 

Easter 
Sunday 

2013 148 61 106 86 267 

2014 144 77 102 90 300 

 
 In fact, we had so many people on Easter Sunday that I quietly endured the 
adventure of wondering whether we had enough communion hosts for the 
congregation. As it turned out, I broke the very last one I had and gave half to Al 
Quirong and half to Ed Indellicati. Three hundred people exactly. So, that was 
great! I am awfully grateful to everyone who sang, played instruments, polished 
brass, vacuumed, ran off worship folders and collated and stapled them, tended to 
the Altar Guild, placed the lilies so carefully on the altar, and all the multitude of 
labors that are necessary for Holy Week. Thank you, everyone! 
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 And the third springtime happiness on my mind is that we have begun our roof 
project. Here is a photo Chris Schulze took of the very beginning of things, when 
the scaffold workers began unloading their truck: 
 

 
 

We have prayed for the safety of those workers and mean to continue to pray for 
workers throughout our city. 
 We plan to continue worshiping upstairs in the church nave through May, and 
then we shift to the undercroft for a while. We have worshiped in the undercroft at 
various times in the past, and it is fine. In fact, the intimacy of those gatherings is 
lovely. 
 Happy Easter Season, everyone. God be with you all. 
 

In Christ, 
 

 
 

Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 
 

  
 Children’s Choir to Sing on May 11th 
  

ur Children’s Choir under the direction of Tiffany Rosenquist de la Torre and 
James Miller will once again lift up their voices during our 11:00 a.m. Liturgy 

on Sunday, May 11th.  

 
 
 

O 
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“Second Sunday” Evening Worship 
Sunday, May 11th, “Imaginative Contemplation” - 4 p.m. 

“Good Shepherd” Vespers, 5 p.m. 
Led by Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt 

 

NEW TWIST ON SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 
  

After ten "Second Sunday" sessions working with the Lectio Divina model of 
contemplative prayer, Pastor Meritt will introduce "Imaginative Contemplation" to 
the spiritual practice group.  This practice, often called "Ignatian Prayer," is based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus, 
or Jesuits.  The typical Ignatian silent retreat of thirty days is a life-changing 
experience for many people, including a growing number of people, clergy and 
lay, who are not Roman Catholic.  We will not try to squeeze that entire 
experience into fifty minutes, but rather experiment with one very effective 
technique developed by Ignatius to enter into the story of our Lord Jesus.  By 
using our imagination, confident in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we will place 
ourselves inside the narrative of the Gospels.  Join the experiment at 4:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 11. 
 
 GOOD SHEPHERD VESPERS  
   

The Fourth Sunday in the Easter season, falling mid-way between the day of 
the Resurrection and the day of Pentecost, celebrates Jesus as the "Good 
Shepherd" and the mystery of the entire flock led and redeemed by a Lamb.  These 
images inspired hymn-writers throughout the Church's history no less than St. 
John the Baptist or David the shepherd who became king and psalmist.  Continue 
the morning Liturgy by returning to sing Sunday Vespers at 5:00 p.m. on May 
11.  The concluding Easter antiphon "Regina Caeli" celebrating the Virgin Mary 
as Jesus' beloved mother, is especially appropriate on Mothers Day. 

 
Immanuel Artists in Residence Show 

Saturday, May 17th 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 
Last March, our own John Wilson 

prepared a showing of the art he has 
been inspired to create, partially as a 
result of his in-depth analysis of the 
Book of Job. Using wood, barbed wire, 
clothing hangers and other found 
objects, John has sculpted crucifixions, 
angels, and other figures both sacred 
and secular. 

Now, on the night of Saturday, May 
17, 2014, John will once more display 
over a dozen of his works in the 
undercroft of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church. This year, John is joined by 
Immanuel member Clifford Rose, the 
creator of our John the Baptist banner. 
Clifford will display some of his 
paintings, and Roberta Albrecht, a 
former member who currently lives in 
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Wisconsin, has contributed some of her 
drawings and greeting cards. 
 Beginning at 7:00 p.m., there will 
be a wine and cheese reception, and all 
works will be for sale with a portion of 
the proceeds of the sale to be donated to 
the church. Music will be provided by 
the well-known Jazz Pianist, Marjorie 
Eliot, joined by Nick Mauro on 
Trumpet, and Gaku Takanashi on Bass. 

 For those unable to attend Saturday 
night, John has agreed to leave his work 
on display on Sunday, May 18th, 
through the end of Coffee Hour. 
 If there are any other artists in our 
congregation who wish to participate in 
the show, please contact Parish 
Secretary Karen Rombey in the church 
office (212) 289-8128

 

An Echo from the Pulpit 
 

6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have to suffer various trials... (1 Peter 1:6, RSV) 

 

 Last night, as I was praying the 
Lord’s Prayer, I found myself warmly 
drawn to the opening words, “Our 
Father who art in heaven.” I have a son, 
David, who is visiting in Vietnam. 
Turning that around and going the other 
way, my son David has a father who is 
living in America. Though David is far 
away, he is not fatherless. And in this 
good age of technology, I can be 
helpful to him, though I am far away. I 
can be in immediate contact with him 
via “What’s App,” which is a text 
messaging program for my iPhone, and 
I can send him money immediately via 
electronic transfer from our bank 
account into his. I am mindful that my 

experience of being a father to a son in 
Vietnam is a very pale image compared 
to the anguish of fathers and sons back 
in the days of the Vietnam War. But my 
point is the same. My son is not 
fatherless. He has a father “who art in 
NYC.” At least I can pray for him. 
 And as you head off to work this 
week, may I suggest to you that you are 
not fatherless, for you have a “Father 
who art in heaven.” And he is a much 
better and stronger father than I am or 
any earthly father is. 

 
From Monday Morning Devotions, 

8 a.m. April 28, 2014

 


